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April 25, 2019

Alaska State Professional Teaching Practices Commission
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1270
Anchorage AK 99501

Call to Order: Maureen van Wagner called the meeting to order at 8:47 a.m. There were 7 members present so there was a quorum.

Members Present: Chair Maureen van Wagner, Vice Chair Diane Kardash, Tony Graham, Kent Runion, Janine Todd, David DeVaughn (by phone), Tammy Van Wyhe

Members Absent: Chris Reitan (and there is a vacant teacher seat)

Agenda Approval: Tony Graham moved and Diane Kardash seconded to approve the agenda as presented. The agenda was unanimously approved. 

Introduction: Tammy Van Wyhe introduced herself to the Commission. She is the DEED representative to the PTPC.

Public Comment: There was no public comment.

Approval of Minutes: It was moved by Tony Graham and seconded by Janine Todd to approve the February 1, 2019 minutes. The motion passed unanimously. 

Executive Director’s Reports: Melody Mann delivered her reports in the following areas.
Financial Report: Melody presented the current financial report to the Commission. There were no questions.

Case Report: The commission was provided a summary of the cases the PTPC office has investigated since the last meeting. Melody explained the differences between the different statuses of cases and answered questions about the hearing process.

Activity Report: Melody gave a written report of her ongoing activities, including handling questions about the Commission and giving presentations.

Executive Session: Tammy Van Wyhe moved and Diane Kardash seconded to go into executive session as permitted by AS 44.62.310(b) for the purposes of discussing the cases as listed and the Executive Director’s evaluation. The motion passed unanimously. The commission moved into executive session at 9:05am.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
AS 44.62.310 (b) If permitted subjects are to be discussed at a meeting in executive session, the meeting must first be convened as a public meeting and the question of holding an executive session to discuss matters that are listed in (c) of this section shall be determined by a majority vote of the governmental body.  The motion to convene in executive session must clearly and with specificity describe the subject of the proposed executive session without defeating the purpose of addressing the subject in private.  Subjects may not be considered at the executive session except those mentioned in the motion calling for the executive session unless auxiliary to the main question.  Action may not be taken at an executive session, except to give direction to an attorney or labor negotiator regarding the handling of a specific legal matter or pending labor negotiations.

A motion was made by Diane Kardash and seconded by Tammy Van Wyhe to move out of Executive Session at 9:28 am. The motion passed unanimously. 

Reports

ETS Client Relations Director Presentation: Monica Beane of ETS presented on the ProEthica program. The program is based on the Model Code of Ethics for Educators and ETS worked with NASDTEC in its creation. She talked about how different states are using ProEthica in the licensure and certification process. Monica spoke about the mission of ETS and its involvement in Alaska and in the culturally responsive teaching area. She also discussed other pre-service and training opportunities offered by ETS. She answered questions about the length of ProEthica, program modules, and program usages. 

The Commission moved back into Executive Session at 10:32 am. The motion was made by Diane Kardash and seconded by Janine Todd. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Tammy Van Wyhe and seconded by Tony Graham to move out of Executive Session at 10:51 am. The motion passed unanimously. 

DEED Report: Sandra Meredith started by asking for any questions on which Commissioners wanted specific updates. There were no questions.

The Department of Education will now accept three more basic competency exams. Regulations have also changed to streamline the process of accepting other exams. The regulations have also changed regarding competency exams for Type M CTE certificates to make the process easier. DEED is also going through a regulation review. Teacher certification regulations will be the first regulations to be reviewed and the process will begin in May. 

A discussion by the State Board of Education has begun about the structure of the PTPC and the expansion of its role into a standards board. It may include approval of teacher preparation programs and teacher certification requirements within the state. This is an ongoing conversation and there is no timeline or plan for action at this time.

Sandra also updated the Commission on legislative bills that may affect teacher certification. These bills are still under consideration in the Legislature.

The Commission moved back into Executive Session at 11:18 am. The motion was made by Diane Kardash and seconded by Tammy Van Wyhe. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Tammy Van Wyhe and seconded by Tony Graham to move out of Executive Session at 1:04 pm. The motion passed unanimously. 

Action Items
Professional Teaching Practices Commission Cases

PTPC Case 19-12: The Commission accepted the stipulated agreement ordering a one-year suspension of the Professional Teaching Certificate of Diane R. Hunt effective October 12, 2018
	Moved: Diane Kardash		Second:  Tony Graham

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Maureen van Wagner
	Tammy Van Wyhe

NAY

RECUSE
	David DeVaughn

Motion passed unanimously.


PTPC Case 18-60: The Commission accepted the Accusation Agreement ordering a revocation for life for Douglas Scott Edwards who holds a Limited Teaching Certificate.
	Moved: Tammy Van Wyhe		Second: Janine Todd

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Maureen van Wagner
	David DeVaughn
Tammy Van Wyhe

NAY
	
Motion passed unanimously.

PTPC Case 19-01: The Commission accepted the stipulated agreement issuing a reprimand to Lynn E. Sherwood. 
	Moved: Tony Graham		Second: Kent Runion

AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Tammy Van Wyhe
	David DeVaughn
	
NAY

	RECUSE
	Maureen Van Wagner
	
Motion passed unanimously.

PTPC Case 19-05: The Commission rejected the stipulated agreement. The Commission directed PTPC staff to pursue a warning.
Moved: Tony Graham 		Second: Diane Kardash

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Maureen van Wagner
	Tammy Van Wyhe
	David DeVaughn

	NAY
	
Motion passed unanimously.

PTPC Case 19-30: The Commission accepted the stipulated agreement ordering a one-year suspension of the Initial Teaching Certificate of Damiris Martinez effective January 26, 2019.
	Moved: Diane Kardash		Second: Janine Todd

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Maureen van Wagner
	David DeVaughn
	Tammy Van Wyhe

	NAY

Motion passed unanimously.

Administrative Review PTPC Case 19-19: The Commission upheld staff’s decision to dismiss the case.
Moved: Janine Todd		Second: Tammy Van Wyhe
AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Maureen van Wagner
	Tammy Van Wyhe
	David DeVaughn

	NAY

Motion passed unanimously.

Administrative Review PTPC Case 19-20:
Moved: Kent Runion			Second: David DeVaughn

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Tammy Van Wyhe
	Maureen van Wagner
	David DeVaughn

	NAY

Motion passed unanimously.

Administrative Review PTPC Case 19-21:
	Moved: Diane Kardash		Second: Tony Graham

	AYE
	Tony Graham
	Kent Runion
	Diane Kardash
	Janine Todd
	Tammy Van Wyhe
	Maureen van Wagner
	David DeVaughn

	NAY

Motion passed unanimously.

Evaluation of Executive Director

The Commission moved back into Executive Session at 1:23 pm to discuss the Executive Director evaluation. The motion was made by Tony Graham and seconded by Diane Kardash. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made by Tony Graham and seconded by Maureen van Wagner to move out of Executive Session at 2:21 pm. The motion passed unanimously. 

Discussion Items

ELearning Modules: Melody discussed options for different opportunities to supply information about ethics and the teaching profession. She will continue to pursue opportunities in this area.

Social Media Policy: Melody gave examples of several educators who have lost their positions due to social media use. There was some discussion about how social media platforms should be properly used by educators.

Handbook for Alaska Educators: Melody reported this is a project she will work on updating this summer. It has not been updated recently and there are other formatting changes that could be made.

Future Meeting Dates: The Fall meeting will occur October 10-11, 2019. The Winter meeting will be held January 30-31, 2020. The Spring meeting will be held April 23-24, 2020. 

Adjournment: Tony Graham moved and Diane Kardash seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was approved. Maureen van Wagner adjourned the meeting at 2:43 pm.

Submitted by,
Kent Runion
April 25, 2019

